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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) Q Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20 



Application/Control Number: 09/755,863 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2178 

DETAILED ACTION 

Application History 

1 . This action is responsive to application amendment, filed on 7/23/2004. 

2. Applicant has cancelled claim 1, and amended claims 2, 15 and 17. 

3. Claims 2-20 are pending in the case; claims 2, 8, 14 and 17 are 
independent claims. 

4. Applicant has amended the specification in response to the objections . 
cited by the examiner in the Specification sections of the previous office 
action (dated 4/21/2004). Applicant's amendment has addressed the 
objections previously made, and therefore, in view of the amendment, 
objections to the specification are withdrawn. 

5. Examiner's objection of claim 15, made in the Claim Objections section of 
the previous office action (dated 4/21/2004), is withdrawn in view of the 
amendment. 

6. Examiner's rejection of claim 17, made in the Claim Rejections - 35 USC 
101 section of the previous office action (dated 4/21/2004), is withdrawn in 
view of the amendment. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

"(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. " 

8. Claims 2-4, 8 and 14-16 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brian Underdahl "Using Quattro Pro 6 for Windows" 
published by Que Corporation, Indianapolis, Indiana, 1994 (hereinafter 
Underdahl) in view of "WordPerfect V6.1 User's Guide" published by Novell 
Inc., Orem Utah, 1994 (hereinafter WordPerfect V6.1). 

9. Regarding independent claim 2, Underdahl discloses a "Find/Replace" 
dialog for a spreadsheet program on page 174, Figure 5.32. Underdahl 
discloses determining and editing a plurality of cell characteristics in the 
spreadsheet, see the "Block(s)" data field and the "Formula", "Value" and 
"Condition" radio buttons in Figure 5.32. Underdahl discloses selecting a cell. 
Underdahl recites: "Highlight the area you want to search" (page 174, last 
paragraph). Underdahl fails to disclose determining and editing "formatting 
characteristics". WordPerfect V6.1 teaches the use of a "Find/Replace" 
dialog, which allows the determination and editing of formatting 
characteristics. WordPerfect V6.1 recites: "The Codes option lets you find and 
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replace any codes regardless of values the codes may contain. For example, 
if you search for a font size code, any font size code will be found. You can 
search for more than one code at a time or for a combination of words and 
codes" (page 160, third paragraph). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made to enhance the "Find/Replace" dialog of 
Underdahl with the format capabilities as taught by WordPerfect V6.1 in order 
to allow a search of spreadsheet cells based upon text and formatting 
characteristics. 

10. Regarding dependent claim 3, the claim is directed toward selection of a 
cell by a user. Underdahl recites: "Highlight the area you want to search" 
(page 174, last paragraph). 

1 1 . Regarding dependent claim 4, the claim is directed toward selection with 
a mouse. Underdahl discloses selecting a cell by a user as described above. 
Underdahl further discloses the use of a mouse. Underdahl recites: "You can 
use the direction keys or the mouse to move the cell selector' 1 (page 1 5, third 
paragraph). 

12. Regarding independent claim 8, the claim is directed toward performing 
a find operation of the Find/Replace dialog of claim 1 , and is rejected with the 
same rationale. Claim 8 is further directed toward three searching scenarios: 
format only search if no text is entered; text and format search; or a text only 
search if no formatting is entered. As described in the rejection of claim 1, 
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WordPerfect V6.1 discloses searching based upon format only and text and 
format dialog entries. Underdahl discloses searching for text only. Underdahl 
recites: "Edit Find and Replace finds or replaces characters in a block of 
labels or formulas, much like the search and replace feature of most word 
processors" (page 174, first paragraph). 

13. Regarding independent claim 14, the claim is directed toward 
performing a replace operation using the Find/Replace dialog of claim 1 and 
the find operation of claim 8, and is rejected with the same rationale. 

14. Regarding dependent claim 15, the claim contains substantially the 
same subject matter as claim 8 and is rejected using the same rationale. 

15. Regarding dependent claim 16, the claim is directed toward a computer 
readable medium for the method of claim 14, and is rejected using the same 
rationale. 

16. Claims 5-7 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Underdahl in view of WordPerfect V6.1, and in further view of "Corel 
Draw" published by Corel Corporation, Ontario, Canada, 1992 (hereinafter 
Corel). 

17. Regarding dependent claim 5, Underdahl and WordPerfect V6.1 
disclose a spreadsheet find/replace dialog with selection of a cell by a user 
with a mouse is disclosed. Underdahl and WordPerfect V6.1 fail to disclose 
the cursor of the mouse shaped like an eyedropper. Corel teaches the shape 
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of the cursor as an eyedropper. Corel discloses an eyedropper cursor on 
page 25, at the top of the page. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill, at the time 
the invention was made, to use an eyedropper shaped cursor, as taught by 
Corel, with the find/replace dialog with selection of a cell by a user with a 
mouse of Underdahl and WordPerfect V6.1 in order to provide a visual 
indicator to the user as to the function the cursor is currently enabled as. 

18. Regarding dependent claims 6 and 7, the claims are rejected for fully 
incorporating the deficiencies of their base claims. 

19. Claims 9-13 and 17-20 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Underdahl in view of WordPerfect V6.1, and in further view 
of Bowman et al. US Patent 6,000,225, filed on 9/1/1998 and patented on 
12/21/1999) (hereinafter Bowman). 

20. Regarding dependent claim 9, Underdahl and WordPerfect V6.1 
disclose the spreadsheet cell find operation of claim 8 as described above. 
Underdahl and WordPerfect V6.1 fail to disclose a list as a result of the find 
operation. Bowman discloses a search operation of electronic documents with 
a results list, see figure 9. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill, at the time 
the invention was made, to combine the spreadsheet cell find operation of 
Underdahl and WordPerfect V6.1 with the results list of Bowman in order to 
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"permit users to perform searches to identify a small number of relevant items 
among a much larger domain of items" (Bowman, column 1 , lines 20-22). 

21. Regarding dependent claims 10, 11, 12 and 13, the claims are rejected 
for fully incorporating the deficiencies of their base claims. 

22. Regarding independent claim 17, Underdahl discloses the use of a 
"Find" text entry field (compare "Find" to "Find What"). Underdahl and 
WordPerfect V6.1 disclose formatting controls as described in the rejection of 
claim 1 above. Underdahl and WordPerfect V6.1 disclose a find function, but 
fail to disclose a "find all" button. Bowman teaches the use of a button to 
launch a find all search. Bowman discloses in Figure 2 at reference sign 230 
and 250, a button (labeled "Search Now") which finds all items matching the 
search criteria (see Bowman's Figure 9, reference sign 920, which discloses 

. "Full Results"). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill, at the time 
the invention was made, to combine the format enabled find and replace of 
Underdahl and WordPerfect V6.1 with the find all functionality of Bowman in 
order to "permit users to perform searches to identify a small number of 
relevant items among a much larger domain of items" (Bowman, column 1, 
lines 20-22). 

23. Regarding dependent claim 18, the claim is directed toward the 
execution of the find and replace dialog of claim 17 and is rejected with the 
same rationale. 
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24. Regarding dependent claim 19, the claim is directed toward substantially 
the same subject matter as claim 9 and is rejected with the same rationale. 

25. Regarding dependent claim 20, the claim is directed toward substantially 
the same subject matter as claim 8 and is rejected with the same rationale. 
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Response to Arguments 

26. Applicant's arguments filed 7/23/2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

27. Regarding independent claim 2, the applicant states: "selecting the 
"Choose Format From Cell" button 420 produces a special-shaped cursor, 
which the user may then move to select one or more cells. The attributes of 
those selected cell(s) are determined and applied to all tabs of the format 
cells dialog" (page 1 1 , first paragraph). Applicant is directed to the rejection of 
claim 2 as stated above. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., "special-shaped cursor") are not recited in the rejected 
claim. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

28. Also regarding independent claim 2, the applicant states: "Underdahl 
does not disclose or teach the aforementioned step of determining the 
plurality of formatting characteristics in response to selection of the ceir (page 
11, second paragraph). Applicant is directed to the rejection of claim 2 over 
Underdahl in view of WordPerfect V6.1 as stated above. 
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29. Regarding claims 3-7, the applicant states: "Each of those dependent 
claims recites an overall combination of elements that would not have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in view of Underdahl and WordPerfect V6. f 
(page 12, first paragraph). Applicant is directed to the rejection of claim 2 as 
stated above. 

30. Regarding claim 8, the applicant states: "Underdahl fails to teach a 
computer-implemented method including the step of determining if text is 
entered in a find field and, accordingly, fails to disclose the logical steps 
following the determination that text is not/is entered in the find field' (page 
13, first paragraph). Applicant is directed to the rejection of claim 8 over 
Underdahl in view of WordPerfect V6.1 as stated above. 
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Conclusion 

31 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first 
reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and 
the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. 
In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

32. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Vaughn whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-4131 . The examiner can normally be reached Monday to 
Friday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Stephen S. Hong can be reached at (571) 272-4124. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 272-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gregory J. Vaughn 
January 7, 2005 




